Frequency of alpha-fetoprotein production by Sertoli-Leydig cell tumors of the ovary: an immunohistochemical study of eight cases.
Eight Sertoli-Leydig cell tumors (SLCT) of the ovary were studied by immunostaining for alpha-fetoprotein (AFP). Immunostaining was positive only in cells resembling Leydig cells in three cases and in both Sertoli and Leydig cells in one instance. In one SLCT with positive immunostaining, serum AFP was available and was elevated. Serum level was not measured in the seven other cases. Despite the small number of cases, this study suggests that AFP expression in ovarian SLCT is not unusual. The serum AFP level may, however, depend on the size of the tumor, the proportion of Leydig cells present, and their ability to produce and to release AFP into the bloodstream.